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Acting AD/NE 21 January 1959

Peul Johnson article in Harpers on Spain

1. BHeceipt of an inquiry from the BCI regarding the article
in the January issue of Harper's Magssing, "The End of thes Hoad for
Franco?® by Paul Johnson raises the questiion as to whether the
findings of NIE 27.1-58, "The Cutlock for Spain”, remain valid. In
brief, the Johnson article suggests that widespread bltterness exisis
in Spain, even among former supporters of Franco who feel that the
regime hag failedy that recent inflation has hit hard the peasant,
worker, and middle classes; and that Franco's foreign policles are
unpopular. Johnson indicates that he is impresssd with the eatimales
he received from both Spaniards and foreigners during a recent visit
that the regine would last no longer than a year.

2. EIE 27.1-58 beginst *Poliiical unrest in Spain has notably
increassd since 1955, but the military dictatorship of Francisco
Franco is not in danger.” The same paragraph (7) includes the closing
sentence "iHowever, public disgruntlement, back-room political maneuverw
ing ...., and mounting economic strain have weakened the snthusiasm of
many of its supporters for the regime.” Thus there is general agreement
that the pot of discontent is boiling more strongly than it has for
some time, At this point the itwo analyses divide. Johnson concludea
that the political ferment in Spain will result in Franco's siepping
down gracefully presumsbly to obviate forceful overthrow, The NIk,
however, makes the points that no acceptable altemative to Franco has
presented itself, that the various disgatisfied elewe nts cannot agree
amongst themgelves, and that military support for and loyalty to
Franco assures him security in office.

3. Paragraph 35 of the estimate addresses itself to various
contingencisa, including the possibility of a change of the regime,
in the unlikely event that US aid to HSpain should be greatly eur-
tailed or sliminated, Murthersore, paragraphs 36, 37, and 38 are
dirented to the succession question, In this connection it should
be noted that decisions as to when and in what manner thia problem
will be resolved rest almost entirely with Franco, Of courze, it is
not excluded that personal motivations for retirement could incrsase
if the tasks of government are complicated by deteriorating economic
conditions, but this would hardly constitute abdication to prevent
overthrow.
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k.  'The Johnson article depends heavily on an interpretation of

Spain's economic difficulties that is, we believe, sxaggerated. While

it is true thet inflation has sharply reduced the buying power of
peasants and workers the crisis does not, ss Johnson states, in soms
areas spproach a famine., Until this summer, in fact, Spaniarde have
been living better than st any time since the eivil war, A fall-off
has occurred since, but it has not been as aevers as the article
avers,

5. One personal cbservation might be illuminating. Duriag
the Pall and early Winter I have been attending the sessions of the
Couneil of Foreign Relations Study Group on Spain. HNone of the exe
peris assembled at these meetings has suggensted that Franco could
bs unseated in the near future by any probeble set of circumstances.
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